


Dan Jones





Dan Jones about John Lloyd

 I saw that the Editor 
of the Times had 
taken hold of the 
carcass with his teeth, 
sucking the sap, 
maggots and all down 
to his greedy gut 
almost to the point of 
bursting his stomach. 

 Hyd nes gweled 
Golygydd yr Amserau
wedi cydio yn yr 
ysgerbwd a’i 
ddannedd, ac yn 
sugno ei sugn, 
cynrhon a’r cyfan i 
lawr i’w gylla gwancus 
hyd braidd dorri ei 
fola.” 



Dan Jones



“The Maid of Iowa”



President Hinckley

“Dan Jones must certainly be 
included in the half dozen or 
so most productive 
missionaries in the history of 
the Church.”



Daniel W. Jones    Captain Dan Jones              



Dan Jones – after the Martyrdom

 Had 3 narrow escapes from death

 Served 1st mission from 1845 to 1849

 Served 2nd mission from 1852 to 1856



SOURCES

 Dan Jones’s journal – hopefully someday

 26 letters in the Millennial Star

 20 handwritten letters

 A few letters written by admirers

 Scores of anti-Mormon articles in Welsh

 Published writings of Dan Jones

 Editor of the periodical for nearly 5 years – 1,728 
pages

 Published 37 pamphlets – 554 pages

 Published a scriptural commentary – 288 pages



OPPOSITION

 Sermons from the Nonconformist 
preachers and the Church of England 
vicars

 Scores of anti-Mormon articles in the 
periodicals

 Refusal of editors to print rebuttals

 Disturbance of street preaching

 Disturbance of indoor meetings

 Many threats and some physical attacks





William Howells –
Dan Jones’s greatest admirer



William Howells – Lay Baptist Minister 
– impact of one of DJ’s pamphlets

“Having spent twenty years nearly with the Baptist 
denomination seeking truth, but still in darkness, 
until the reply of dear Brother Jones to the false 
accusations of a neighboring Baptist minister, 
vindicating the principles of the Saints, came to 
my hand, which in a few hours proved the 
religion I professed to be no other than a sandy 
foundation—all my false hopes fled—all human 
traditions that I had cleaved to appeared folly. I 
was convinced that the Saints were the only true 
church of God.”



William Howells

 Lay Baptist minister in Aberdare

 Converted by a Dan Jones pamphlet

 Baptized the same night he met Dan

 Baptized 100 in one year

 First Mormon missionary to France

 Baptized 50 people on the Olympus

 Early death – died at age 35 in 1851



William Howells’s reflections about 
Dan Jones:

“His sublime, generous, diligent spirit, 
applied itself with new exertion 
continually, as circumstances and 
experience opened an enlarged field for 
duty.”



EVEN MORE REFLECTIONS:

 His clear head, good heart, solid sense, and 
serious piety

 His mind, calm and dispassionate
 Remarkable for aptness
 Disposing his principles with clear method, solid 

arguments, adorned with words well chosen
 [His] affection and humility on one hand, his 

resolution and courage on the other
 [Caused] the numerous religious sects of Wales . 

. . [to join together] in a covenant of everlasting 
peace







One of DJ’s greatest detractors: 
the Rev. Edward Roberts



Caersalem Chapel – Dowlais –
scene of Roberts’s 1st lecture 



Report on the lecture of the Rev. 
Edward Roberts – 2 Sep 1847 – from 

a Baptist periodical

“Although it lasted for a few minutes less 
than two hours, all the listeners stayed 
attentive till the end, showing their 
approval in endless cheers while the 
speaker continued. A better meeting was 
never had in Dowlais.” 



Dan Jones attended the lecture

“I seated myself in front, and took notes of his 
topics, and were you to see the fingers and eyes 
that evidently marked me as a gone case, you 
would have thought that I had seven horns, if 
not as many heads, and every time that the 
harlequin would strike the pulpit with his paw, 
and cry ‘Down with Mormonism!’ &c., in the 
midst of the echo of cheers, I had time and 
opportunity to inspect nearly all eyes in the 
place.” 





From the preface to DJ’s pamphlet

“The blasphemies and unfounded claims of 
Mr. Roberts . . . are better for the spread 
of Mormonism than the stillness to be 
found in some other places; and while 
persecution and shame, although falling 
on myself and my brothers, are a means 
of spreading the truth in my dear 
country—welcome persecution! welcome 
pain! welcome shame!”



Roberts criticized Joseph Smith for 
having big hands “which signified 

that he lived well”

DJ responded: “You workers of Dowlais, 
remember to hide your hands in your 
pockets, or somewhere out of sight of this 
reverend, or he will condemn you also as 
cheats as bad as ‘Joe Smith!’”



DAN JONES – some information

 1810 – born in North Wales

 One of 8 children of Thomas and Ruth Jones

 His father was an “elder” with the Methodists

 Probably worked in the lead mines as a child

 Went to sea at age 17 – sailed the 7 seas

 Came to America with wife Jane in about 1840

 Built a steamboat “The Maid of Iowa” 

 Baptized LDS on 19 January 1843



DJ – reflections of his childhood
“Our mind ran back thirty years, when on these 

very roads there spritely played a ten-year-old 
lad. . . Angels of heaven around him would 
come; he perceived the light of the gospel, 
throng-like he would gather the children of the 
town to the surrounding fields to instruct them 
in faith, repentance, ‘baptism for forgiveness,’ 
and the ‘gifts of the Holy Ghost’ as promised; 
he would be persecuted by all for this, and so 
he wandered across the seas, islands and 
continents of the world seeking brethren of the 
same belief, whom for his comfort, an angel 
had promised him.” 



DJ and his partner Lewi Moffatt built this 
steamboat - “The Maid of Iowa”





Dan Jones’s conversion to 
Mormonism – a result of reading the 
Warsaw Signal and Thomas C. Sharp



Dan Jones converts to Mormonism

 19 January 1843 – baptized in the 
Mississippi

 12 April 1843 – met Joseph Smith in 
Nauvoo 

 Joseph said “God help this little man”

 11 May 1843 – Dan Jones is called on a 
mission to Wales

 12 May 1843 - Dan Jones and Joseph 
Smith become partners 



Two weeks before the Martyrdom 
Joseph told Dan:

 “I have a check in the house for $1200 - as soon as I 
can get it cashed you shall have $1100 of it, and the 
start for Wales, not with your fingers in your mouth but 
prepared to buy a Press; and do business aright.” 

 “Joseph never paid me the first dollar for the boat.”

 “Thrilled with prospects of my Mission I left all, 
rejoicing in the exchange of a Steam Boat for an 
Eldership on the deck of the never sinking ship of life.”  



Joseph Smith to Dan Jones in Carthage:
“You will see Wales and fulfill the mission 

appointed you ere you die.”



 Following the Martyrdom Dan Jones and wife 
Jane started for Wales – no living children

 They traveled with Wilford Woodruff and his wife

 7 Dec 1844 – they all left New York on the John 
B. Skiddy

 Certainly Wilford Woodruff talked about Benbow 
Farm

 Certainly DJ was inspired by WW’s achievements



24 February 1845 letter to Wilford Woodruff

“I have neglected writing until now, 
expecting to have the better news to give 
you, because I had some forebodings of 
glorious consequences.”



Scribe’s account at a conference in 
Manchester on 6 April 1845

 Reported that Jones was ill; he had no 
baptisms to report; he spoke of Wales, a 
nation renowned in history

 “He enlarged on the characteristics of his 
people in a manner, and with an 
eloquence, that told how ardently he loved 
his native tribe and his fatherland.”

 “He would not flinch from bearing a 
faithful testimony to the character of 
[Joseph Smith].”



The scribe finally puts down his pen.

“We would here remark that we are utterly 
incapable of doing anything like justice to 
the address of Captain Dan Jones, for 
though delivered while struggling with 
disease, such was its effect upon 
ourselves, and we also believe upon 
others, that we ceased to write, in order 
to give way to the effect produced upon 
our feelings.”





Jones’s 1st pamphlet in Welsh

 The preface is dated 4 April 1845

 It is 48 pages in length

 Jones borrows heavily from Parley P. 
Pratt’s “Voice of Warning”

 There is not one mention of Mormonism 
or even the official name of the Church







Merthyr Tydfil Parish Church





LDS Meetings held in the “long room”



Georgetown, Merthyr Tydfil



DAN JONES’S FIRST TRANSFER

 To Merthyr Tydfil

 To replace Elder William Henshaw

 A total of over 400 baptized members

 About 200 baptized during 1845

 Dan Jones had 3 baptisms during 1845



Eliezer Edwards                     Abel Evans



WILLIAM PHILLIPS       THOMAS JEREMY



CONVERT BAPTISMS IN WALES

 1843, 1844, 1845 – about 400

 1846 – about   500

 1847 – about   1,000

 1848 – about  1,700

 The end of 1848 – a total of 3,600



WHY THE GROWTH?

 NONCONFORMITY

 RELIGION WAS IMPORTANT

 CHANGE – IN RESIDENCE

 CHANGE – IN EMPLOYMENT

 CHANGE – IN RELIGION



WELCOME TO SOUTH WALES

 Religious periodicals were already busy 
ridiculing the Mormons

 Ministers preached anti-Mormon sermons 
constantly

 A 32-page pamphlet entitled “The Deceit 
of the Latter Saints Exposed” was 
circulating



WHY NO REBUTTALS?

“It would be a mockery to our nation, an 
insult against common sense, and stench 
and slime on the Star to publish [their 
deceit and their tricks] in its pages. It is 
abominable to report the things that are 
discussed by them in their societies; they 
are a mockery through and through, and a 
curse and a plague. “



WHAT ABOUT THE PAMPHLET?





WHO PRINTED JONES’S PAMPHLET?

 John Jones – who just happened 

 to be Dan Jones’s brother

 to be a minister

 to have a press

 to have a young typesetter – John S. Davis



Rhydybont – chapel and house



22-year-old John S. Davis – Printer



The Rev. W. R. Davies wrote:

“I sincerely beseech everyone not 
to give the name of ‘Saints’ to this 
foul mob; rather let them be 
given their proper names, that is, 
‘Nineteenth-century Satanists.’”



The Rev. W. R. Davies – anti-Mormon 
writings



Dan Jones’s responses to the Rev. W. R. 
Davies





Joseph Smith to Dan Jones

 I have a check for $1,200

 You shall have $1,100 of it

 The start for Wales

 Prepared to buy a press



Prophet of the Jubilee – 1846-48



Elation of a missionary
“You know how we have been accused of every 

evil, trickery, yes, and of every foolishness. We 
sent, in the mildest manner, to the monthlies 
which accused us, letters asserting our 
innocence. But, were they allowed to appear? 
No! Were we accused in the Times, Star of 
Gomer, Educator, Baptist, etc.? Yes, yes. Was 
space provided for us to clear ourselves? No, no! 
rather every poor excuse was sought. . . Is the 
press locked against us? Is that the freedom of 
Wales in the nineteenth century? Have the 
monthlies been locked? We shall open our own 
monthly, then. Has the press been polluted by 
libeling us? We shall cleanse it by defending 
ourselves, then.” 









Detractor to Admirer

 Thomas John – One of the first group of 
Welsh Mormon pioneers

 Went to the gold fields

 Spread vicious rumors about Dan Jones

 5 years later begged forgiveness



Dan Jones to W. R. Davies

“Is this not the sinkhole into which you have 
spewed the contents of your foul insides 
for years, and would you wish us to sully 
our noses again in your stinking liquid?” 



Dan Jones to Orson Pratt

“Dear President Pratt—After a fortnight’s 
constant pressure of business, which 
beset my little barque like a raging 
tornado, I at length find time enough to 
report that I am still afloat and seaworthy, 
with my colors nailed to the mast head.” 




