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1) With academics, who ask: 
 “What do you believe and why?” 

Four Apologetic Conversations 







Open Yale, Intro to the OT, Christine Hayes 
 

http://oyc.yale.edu/religious-studies/rlst-145 



Maxwell Institute Podcasts 
 

http://mi.byu.edu/tag/podcast/ 



1) With academics, who ask: 
 “What do you believe and why?”  

 

 Be better informed 
 Learn the language 
 Listen to others 
 Remember the Golden Rule 

Four Apologetic Conversations 



2) With critics, who ask: 
 “How can you believe that?”  

Four Apologetic Conversations 



2) With critics, who ask: 
 “How can you believe that?”  

 

 Assume good faith 
 Watch your rhetoric 
 Own up to problems 

    Be willing to reconsider 
 Check theological assumptions 
 Remember the Golden Rule  

Four Apologetic Conversations 



3) With faithful members, who ask: 
 “Aren’t our beliefs great?” 

Four Apologetic Conversations 

















3) With faithful members, who ask: 
 “Aren’t our beliefs great?” 

 

 Celebrate strengths 
 Provide positive apologetics 
 Don’t over-claim 
 Be self-critical 
 Encourage context and nuance 
 Remember the Golden Rule 

Four Apologetic Conversations 



4) With wavering Mormons, who ask:  
 “What do I believe?” or “Can I believe?” 

Four Apologetic Conversations 



4) With wavering Mormons, who ask:  
 “What do I believe?” or “Can I believe?” 

 

  Be patient; be fair 
 Address concerns 
 Provide positive apologetics 
 Be aware of “crises of expectations” 
 Remember the Golden Rule 

Four Apologetic Conversations 



1) With academics, who ask: 
 “What do you believe and why?”  

2) With critics, who ask: 
 “How can you believe that?”  

3) With faithful members, who ask: 
 “Aren’t our beliefs great?” 

4) With wavering Mormons, who ask:  
        “What do I believe?” or “Can I believe?” 

Four Apologetic Conversations 



“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have.  
But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

    1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)	
  



Elder Perry, October Conference, 2011 



Practice 



#16 – Peter Enns   
 
 

#33 – Maria Dakake 
  Joseph Lumbard 

 
# 38 – N. T. Wright 
 
 
# 42 – Julia Watts Belser 

Maxwell Institute Podcast Episodes 



Practice Prepare 



“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have.”  

    1 Peter 3:15 

“How is being a member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints working for 
you?” 











Less of this 



More of this 


