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Four Apologetic Conversations

1) With academics, who ask:
“What do you believe and why?”




OLD TESTAMEN']

MICHAEL D. COOGAN

The Old Testament

A HISTORICAL AND LITERARY
INTRODUCTION TO THE
HEBREW SCRIFTURES

MRD [DMON

e )

SECOND EDITION

TN
o

(@@ ’.lv/
JOHN J. COLLINS



rg | A
[HE NEW
4 4
rnm R A4 al h rnn
[ESTAMENT
FRN 4
— - _..11‘-' -r

The New Testament
A Student’s Introduction

Stephen .. Harris

BART D. EHRMAN g4 WRITINGS

NEW
TESTAMENT

LUKE TIMOTHY IOHNSON




—‘“—.‘

About

- C { Y Open Yale Courses | Introd

T

Support OYC

Search

RLST 145: INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT (HEBREW BIBLE)
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About the Course

This course examnes the O Testament (Mebrew
B&le) a3 an expresson of the relgous ife and
thought of ancent [srael, and » foundatianal
document of Western cvikzation, A wide range of
methodologes, ndduding scurce enticism and the
hstoncal-cnbcal schosl, tradition cnbosm,
redaction crtoem, and kterary and canoncal
wproaches are appled to the study and
wterpretation of the Bble. Special emphasis &
placed on the Bdle agamst the backdrop of s
hstoncal and cultural setting in the Arcent Near
East.

Course Structure

Ths Yale College course, taught on campus twice
per week for S0 minutes, was recorded for Open
Yale Courses in Fall 2006,

The Open Yale Courses Series

For mace information about Professor Mayes™ book
Introcdction &0 the Bible, chck bare.

Course Materials

Download all course

About Professer Christine Hayes

Chnstine Hayes is the Rodert F. and Patroa
Ross Wes Professor of Relgous Studies st
Yale. She receved her Ph.D. from Unversty
of Caforna, Derkeley in 1553, A specalist
in taimufic-midrashic studies, Hayes offers
courses on the Mterature and history of the
bithical and talmudic penods. She u the
auther of two scholarly books: Between the
Sabyionian and Palestinian Talmuds,
recpert of the 1997 Salo Barce prize for a
first baok in Jewssh thought and Mterature,
and Intermarrape and Conversion from the
Bible to the Tadmud, 3 2003 Natiznal Jewish
Book Amard fnalist. She bas also authored
an endergraduate textbook and seversl
pumal articles.
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#38—N.T. Wright on Paul and His Recent
Interpreters [MIPodcast]

Please toke a brief survey obout the MiPodcast here.

When N.T. Wright was composing a massive 1600+ page
treatment of Paul he wanted to begin with an overview of

how scholars have interpreted the apostie over the years.

It quickly became apparent that the topic could fill its

own book, 50 Paul and His Recent Interpreters was born. TAG CLOUD

r v | et
In this episode Wright explains how various historical

figures understood Paul throughout the centuries. Along
the way we see how immediate concerns of interpreters

shape the questions people ask of scripture and the

Maxwell Institute Podcasts

http://mi.byu.edu/tag/podcast/



Four Apologetic Conversations

1) With academics, who ask:
“What do you believe and why?”

Be better informed

Learn the language

Listen to others

Remember the Golden Rule



Four Apologetic Conversations

2) With critics, who ask:
“How can you believe that?”




Four Apologetic Conversations

2) With critics, who ask:
“How can you believe that?”

Assume good faith

Watch your rhetoric

Own up to problems

Be willing to reconsider

Check theological assumptions
Remember the Golden Rule



Four Apologetic Conversations

3) With faithful members, who ask:
“Aren’t our beliefs great?”
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THE NEW OXFORD
ANNOTATED BIBLE

New Revised
Standard Version

An Ecumenical Study Bible

fesh of his foreskin. ** And his son Ishmael
was thirteen years old when he was ciroum
cised in the fNesh of his foreskin, *That

very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were
CIrCUMmCI sex and all the men of his house,
slaves born in the house and those bought
with money from a foreigner, were circum
cised with him

1 8 The Loro appeared 1o Abraham* by

the oaks® of Mamre, as he sat at the

entrance of his te

) the heat of the day

¥ He looked up and saw three men standing
ncar him. When he saw them, he ran from
the tent entrance 1o meet them, and bowed
down to the ground. *He sadd, *My loed, ' |
find Gvor with you, do not pass by your ser
vant. * Let a lintle water be brought, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree
*Let me bring a Nrtle beead, that yOou may re-

fresh yourselves, and after that you may pass
on—since you have come to your servant.”
S0 they said, "Do as you have sald.” *And
Abraham hastencd into the tent to Saral
said, "Make ready quickly three measures®
of cholce flour, knead &, and make cakes”
" Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf
tender and good, and gave it to the servant,
who hastened to prepare it * Then he took
curds and milk and the calf that he had pre-
pared, and set it before them; and he stood by
the le they ate

*They said to him, “Where is your wife
Sarah?™ And he sadd, “There, in the tent.”
“Then one said, “1 will surcly return to you
in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have
»d Sarah was Ustening at the tent
entrance behind hin. ™ Now Abcaham ar

and

a under the tree w

ason”

W% The Loeo's wisit 10 Abraham and Sarah, v Thie ool of Mamee, sew 12 6<80 13 180 28 A description

of ideal hospitality of Alwaham pataliel 10 that of Lot

CONESIS '8

Sarah were oM, advanced in age; It had ceased
10 be with Sarah after the manner of women
¥ So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After 1
have grown old, and my husband is old, shall |
have pleasure?” " The Loro said to Abraham
“Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall | indeed
bear a child, now that | am old? ™ Is anything
100 wonderful for the Loro? At the set time

1 will return to you, in due season, and Sarah
shall have a son.” ™ But Sarah denled, saying,
“1 Aid not augh™; for she was afrald. He sab
“Oh yes, you did laugh "

“Then the men set out from there, and
they looked toward Sodom; and Abcaham
went with them to set them on their way
Y The Loxo said, “Shall | hide from Abrahas
what [ am about 1o do, ™ seeing that Abraham
shall become a great and mighty nation, and
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in
him ™ ™ No, for | have chosen® him, that he
may charge his children and his houschold
after him 10 keep the way of the Lozo by
doing rightcousncss and justice; so that the
Loxo may bring about for Abraham what he
has promised him.” * Then the Loso said,
“How great is the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah and how very grave thelr sin! #'1
must go down and see whether they have
done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me; and if not, 1 will know.™
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70 2 NEPHI 3:21-4:6

their cry shall go, even according to the simpleness of their words. 2!Because
of their faith their words shall proceed forth out of my mouth unto their
brethren who are the fruit of thy loins; and the weakness of their words will
I make strong in their faith, unto the remembering of my covenant which
I made unto thy fathers.

#2“And now, behold, my son Joseph, after this manner did my father of old
prophesy. *Wherefore, because of this covenant thou art blessed; for thy seed
shall not be destroyed, for they shall hearken unto the words of the book. #And
there shall rise up one mighty among them, who shall do much good, both in
word and in deed, being an instrument in the hands of God, with exceeding faith,
to work mighty wonders, and do that thing which is great in the sight of God,
unto the bringing to pass much restoration unto the House of Israel, and unto
the seed of thy brethren. 2And now, blessed art thou, Joseph. Behold, thou art
little; wherefore hearken unto the words of thy brother, Nephi, and it shall be
done unto thee even according to the words which I have spoken. Remember
the words of thy dying father. Amen.”

!And now, I, Nephi, speak concerning the prophecies of which my father

hath spoken, concerning Joseph, who was carried into Egypt. 2For behold,
he truly prophesied concerning all his seed. And the prophecies which he wrote,
there are not many greater. And he prophesied concerning us, and our future
generations; and they are written upon the Plates of Brass.

A Blessing on the Children of Laman, and Lemuel

*Wherefore, after my father had made an end of speaking concerning the
prophecies of Joseph, he called the children of Laman his sons and his daugh-
ters, and said unto them, “Behold, my sons and my daughters, who are the sons
and the daughters of my firstborn, I would that ye should give ear unto my
words. “For the Lord God hath said that:

‘Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments
ye shall prosper in the land;

and inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments
ye shall be cut off from my presence.’®

*But behold, my sons and my daughters, I cannot go down to my grave save I -

should leave a blessing upon you; for behold, I know that if ye are brought up
in the way ye should go ye will not depart from it. "Wherefore, if ye are cursed,
behold, I leave my blessing upon you, that the cursing may be taken from you

*25 Original chapter break, chap. IIL.
®4 2 Nephi 1:20. Cf. 1 Nephi 2:20-21.

2 NEPHI 4:7-16 71

and be answered upon the heads of your parents. "Wherefore, because of my
blessing the Lord God will not suffer that ye shall perish; wherefore, he will be
merciful unto you and unto your seed forever.”

®And it came to pass that after my father had made an end of speaking to
the sons and daughters of Laman, he caused the sons and daughters of Lemuel
to be brought before him. °And he spake unto them, saying, “Behold, my sons
and my daughters, who are the sons and the daughters of my second son; be-
hold I leave unto you the same blessing which I left unto the sons and daugh-
ters of Laman; wherefore, thou shalt not utterly be destroyed; but in the end thy
seed shall be blessed.”

Lehi,’s Final Blessings and Death

'°And it came to pass that when my father had made an end of speaking
unto them, behold, he spake unto the sons of Ishmael, yea, and even all his
household. 1'And after he had made an end of speaking unto them, he spake
unto Sam, saying, “Blessed art thou, and thy seed; for thou shall inherit the land
like unto thy brother Nephi. And thy seed shall be numbered with his seed; and
thou shalt be even like unto thy brother, and thy seed like unto his seed; and
thou shalt be blessed in all thy days.” 12And it came to pass after my father, Lehi,
had spoken unto all his household, according to the feelings of his heart and
the Spirit of the Lord which was in him, he waxed old. And it came to pass that
he died, and was buried.

[End of Lehi,’s Teachings: 2 Nephi 1:1-4:12]
The Psalm of Nephi,

'?And it came to pass that not many days after his death, Laman and Lem-
uel and the sons of Ishmael were angry with me because of the admonitions of
the Lord. For 1, Nephi, was constrained to speak unto them, according to his
word; for I had spoken many things unto them, and also my father, before his
death; many of which sayings are written upon mine other plates; for a more
history part are written upon mine other plates.

'*And upon these I write the things of my soul, and many of the scriptures
which are engraven upon the Plates of Brass.

For my soul delighteth in the scriptures,
and my heart pondereth them,
and writeth them for the learning and the profit of my children.
1*Behold, my soul delighteth in the things of the Lord;
and my heart pondereth continually upon the things which I have seen
and heard.









Four Apologetic Conversations

3) With faithful members, who ask:
“Aren’t our beliefs great?”

Celebrate strengths

Provide positive apologetics
Don’t over-claim

Be self-critical

Encourage context and nuance
Remember the Golden Rule



Four Apologetic Conversations

4) With wavering Mormons, who ask:
“What do I believe?” or “Can I believe?”




Four Apologetic Conversations

4) With wavering Mormons, who ask:
“What do I believe?” or “Can I believe?”

Be patient; be fair

Address concerns

Provide positive apologetics

Be aware of ““crises of expectations™
Remember the Golden Rule



Four Apologetic Conversations

1) With academics, who ask:
“What do you believe and why?”
2) With critics, who ask:
“How can you believe that?”
3) With faithful members, who ask:
“Aren’t our beliefs great?”
4) With wavering Mormons, who ask:

“What do I believe?” or “Can I believe?”



The Golden Rule: |

Treat others the way
You want to be treated. |

“Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have.

But do this with gentleness and respect.”
1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)



Elder Perry, October Conference, 2011
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~Maxwell Institute Podcast Episodes

#16 — Peter Enns

#33 — Maria Dakake ,
Joseph Lumbard hs AP

#38—N. T. Wright

# 42 — Julia Watts Belser
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Practice Prepare



“Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the

reason for the hope that you have.”
1 Peter 3:15

“How is being a member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints working for
you?”
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Less of this



More of this



