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What is Saints?

A new four-volume narrative history of the 
church researched, written, and published 
under the direction of the First Presidency.

The first official multi-volume history of the 
Church since B. H. Roberts’ Comprehensive 
History (1930).

Volume 1 available September 4, 2018.





Saints is a representative global history of  the Church for a general audience.



Our Goal

History Literature

Needs of the
Audience



What about women’s 

stories in Saints?

Why is this something we need to talk about?



Elder Quentin L. Cook
“We need to listen to the voices of women from 
the past—to hear their counsel, learn from their 
examples, and be strengthened by their 
testimonies.”

“Out of Obscurity: How Merciful the Lord Has Been”

BYU-Idaho Devotional, 12 June 2018 



Three Reasons



A representative history 

must be representative.

1.



16,118,169 Total Church Membership, April 2018

“The total Church membership 

consisted of  90 males for every 

100 females in 2011.”
Arielle A. Sloan, Ray M. Merrill, and J. Grant Merrill 

“Gender Distribution of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Worldwide”
BYU Studies 53.1 (2014): 144.

7.1 Million Approximate Relief Society Membership, 2018



Representation Matters

“Representation in [a narrative] signifies social existence; 
absence means symbolic annihilation.”

George Gerbner and Larry Cross, “Living with Television: The Violence Profile,”
in Toby Miller, ed., Television: Critical Concepts in Media and Cultural Studies, Vol. 2, 134.







The rising generation 

needs role models.

2.



“All women need to see themselves as essential participants 
in the work of the priesthood. Women in this Church are 
presidents, counselors, teachers, members of councils, sisters, 
and mothers, and the kingdom of God cannot function unless 
we rise up and fulfill our duties with faith. Sometimes we just 
need to have a greater vision of what is possible.”

“Rise Up in Strength, Sisters in Zion,” October 2016

President Bonnie L. Oscarson



Women have always been 

key players in the 

Restoration.

3.





Can you name ten women from 

Church history?



Women in Recent 

Church-Produced Histories

History/Date of 
Publication

Year Covered/
Pages

Women 
Mentioned (appr.)

Our Heritage (1996) 1805-1996 
(191/146)

35

Church History in the 
Fulness of Times (2003)

1638-2003 
(365/649)

70

Daughters of My 
Kingdom (2011)

1842-2011 
(169/181)

82

Saints, Vol. 1: The 
Standard of Truth (2018)

1815-1846 
(31/586)

120



Lucy Mack Smith
Sophronia Smith
Katharine Smith
Emma Hale
Polly Knight
Lucy Harris
Mary Whitmer
Elizabeth Marsh
Sally Knight
Thankful Pratt
Rhoda Green
Phoebe Rigdon
Lucy Morley
Abigail Daniels
Lucy G. Morley
Ann Whitney
Julia Murdock
Emily Partridge
Lydia C. Partridge
Eliza Partridge
Cinthia McLellin

Nancy Towle
Eliza Johnson
Emeline Miller
Phebe Peck
Anna
Patty
Sally Phelps
Mary E. Rollins
Caroline Rollins
Harriet Partridge
Vienna Jaques
Lydia Whiting
Cecelia Dibble
Vilate Kimball
Mary Ann Angel
Miriam Young
Nancy Holbrook
Eunice Holbrook
Sister Vose
Betsy Parrish
Caroline Tippets

Eliza Snow
Jerusha Smith
Lydia Bailey
Margaret Corrill
Leonora Taylor 
Isabella Walton 
Mercy Fielding
Mary Fielding
Caroline Crosby
Sabre Granger
Phebe Carter
Mary Ann Frost
Jennetta Richards
Ann Walmesley
Fanny Alger
Betsy Eames
Marinda Hyde
Ellin Richards
Eunice Woodruff
Eunice Franklin
Lydia Partridge

Sarah Carter
Sarah E. Woodruff
Caroline Butler
Agnes Smith
Drucilla Hendricks
Amanda Smith
Alvira Smith
Ortencia Smith
Mary Stedwell
Lydia Cleminson
Sarah Cleveland
Anna Fordham
Zina Huntington
Bathsheba Bigler
Fanny Young
Ann Cannon
Jane Benbow
Mary Maughan
Jane Law 
Harriet Brunson
Jane Neyman

Louisa Beaman
Mary Beaman Noble
Ruth Maughan
Margaret Cook
Sarah Kimball
Sophia Marks
Philinda Merrick
Desdemona Fullmer
Althalia Robinson
Nancy Rigdon
Sophia Packard
Elvira Cowles
Catherine Warren
Ann Hunter
Lucy Ann Decker
Ruth Clayton
Melissa Johnson
Louisa Pratt
Ann Pratt
Ellen Pratt
Frances Pratt

Lois Pratt
Polly Stringham
Mary Felshaw
Philinda Stanley
Esther Gheen
Sister Chase
Jane Manning
Rosannnah Marks
Elizabeth Durfee
Ellen Douglas
Emily Hoyt
Jane Jones
Repa
Telii
Ruhamah Derby



Emma Hale Smith
(1804-1879)

Arguably the best-known woman in 
Church history.

Known for D&C 25, the first hymnal, and 
the organization of the Relief Society.





Vilate Murray Kimball

Wife of Heber C. Kimball and mother of 
Helen Mar Kimball.

Best-known for her part in the “Hurrah 
for Israel!” story. 

(1806-1867)





Lucy Morley
Lucy Morley

(1815-1908)

Daughter of Isaac Morley.

What’s her story?





Jennetta Richards

Wife of Willard Richards.

Best-known as an Early British 
convert.

(1817-1845)







Emily Partridge
(1824-1899)

Daughter of Edward and 
Lydia Partridge.

Perhaps best-known as a 
plural wife of Joseph Smith 
and Brigham Young.







Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
“Mormon sisters wanted God to remember them; 
they wanted their family and friends to 
remember them; and though they didn’t always 
admit it, many of them also wanted future 
generations to remember them.”

“Remember Me: Inscriptions of Self in Nineteenth-century Mormonism”

Holbrook and Bowman, eds., Women and Mormonism: Historical and 
Contemporary Perspectives, 45.


